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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1. Application file date is 12/31/2003. Claims 1 - 25 are pending. Claims 1, 18, 19, 
20 have been amended with newly added claims 23 - 25. Independent claims are 1,18, 
19, 20, 23. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 - 25 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 1 8 is objected to because of the following reason: Limitations after 
'comprising a computer for:' are considered intended use, which is not given weight 
when it simply expresses a general purpose of computer, (see MPEP 21 1 1 .04) 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification sliall contain a written description of tine invention, and of tine manner and process of 
mailing and using it, in sucli full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

4. Claims 1 - 17, 18, 19, 20-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, 
as failing to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains 
subject matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to 
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reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the 
application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. There is no disclosure 
for "storing both the existing computer network directory and the new computer network 
directory. The specification on page 9, line 16 states "Directory 106 may be stored in a 
conventional database." Figures 1 , 2 indicate a directory 106 but only one entry for a 
directory. There is no disclosure for the storage of the directory information for two 
unique states as amended in claims 1, 18, 19, 20. The new computer directory is a 
subset of the entities in the "existing" (initial) computer network directory. The 
specification on page 1 , lines 13-15 states "using portions of the data for an existing 
computer network directory of a master entity to provide a new customized computer 
network directory for a subordinate entity". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, macliine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

5. Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. In claim 19, "...the program product 
comprising computer readable program code.. " is to be construed as a computer 
program per se, unless the application makes clear that the only reasonable 
interpretation of the word " computer program " is a product that includes code set forth 
on a tangible computer-readable medium. Thus, the broadest reasonable interpretation 
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of the claim would be that it includes only the program per se (code alone). As such, the 
claim is not limited to statutory subject matter and is therefore non-statutory. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Regarding Claim 18, Vittal discloses intended usage for a general purpose of 
computer as indicated in the Claim Objections, (col 2, II 30-36: computer implemented 
methods; col 6, II 45-49: computer system; software implementation of portal switch 
(merchant information aggregation); computer system for implementation of limitations) 
Vittal teaches a computer system for using an existing computer network directory of a 
first plurality of providers associated with a master entity to create a new computer 
network directory of a second plurality of providers associated with a subordinate entity, 
the method comprising: 

a) establishing computer communications between the master entity and the 
subordinate entity; 

b) defining a customization model; 


Application/Control Number: 10/750,319 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2154 

c) using the existing computer network directory and the customization model to 
create the new computer network directory; 

d) storing both the existing computer network directory and the new computer 
network directory; 

e) assigning an identifier corresponding to the subordinate entity; and 

f) embedding, under computer control of the master entity, the identifier into at least 
a portion of the new computer network directory. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found in a prior Office action. 

7. Claims 1 - 17, 19 - 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Vittal et al. (US patent No. 6,907,401) in view of Feathers et al. (US 
PGPUB No. 20020055933) and further in view of Calver (US PGPUB No. 
20010032092). 

Regarding Claims 1, 19, Vittal discloses a method, computer program product for 
using an existing computer network directory of a first plurality of providers associated 
with a master entity to create a new computer network directory of a second plurality of 

providers associated with a subordinate entity, the method comprising: 

a) establishing computer communications between the master entity and the 
subordinate entity; (Vittal col 4, 1 63 - col 5, 1 15: communications (network. 
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internet) between aggregator, merchants (providers), and customers; coi 5, il 1 7~ 
37: portal-merchant iink, data may flow and be controlled by portal switch; portal- 
merchant link allows participation of merchants in on-line buying and selling of 
goods and services; portal-merchant link to display information associated with 
the merchant by portal; col 6, II 45-49: software implementation of portal switch 
(merchant information aggregation); 

b) defining a customization model; (Vittal col 2, II 53-58; col 6, II 32-35; col 8, II 35- 
64: merchant to set portal switch to specify services and data including upload 
option, transfer format, pricing option, shopping option, data distribution; 
customization capability for merchant (provider) information displayed to 
customer (user)) 

c) using the existing computer network directory and the customization model to 

create the new computer network directory; (Vittal col 4, II 19-22: new directory 
(total number of vendors minus vendors with switch disabled (new computer 
directory, subset of total number of vendors available), customization model 
allows merchant (provider) to customize information displayed to customer 
(user); The new computer directory is a subset of the entities In the "existing" 
(initial) computer network directory. The specification on page 1 , lines 1 3-1 5 
states "using portions of the data for an existing computer network directory of a 
master entity to provide a new customized computer network directory for a 
subordinate entity".) 
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Vittal discloses the storage of data and information. (Vittal Figure 2; 3: database; 
coi 15, ii 1-10: preference file to be used to allocate files in which to store 
participant's preferences; storage for each data structure (database information); 
any changes written to a local file; specification on page 9 discloses storage of a 
directory 106 (information) in a database) Vittal does not explicitly disclose the 
storing of directory information in a database. 
However, Calver discloses: 

d) storing both the existing computer network directory and the new computer 

network directory; (Caiver para 020, Ii 1-4: portal for deliver of information to 
customers; para 0118, Ii 1-5; para 0118, II 7-10: store information in a database; 
specification on page 9 discloses storage of directory (information) in a 
database)) 

Vittal-Calver does not explicitly disclose identifiers for aggregator (master entity) 
and merchants (providers, subordinate entities) 

However, Feathers discloses: 

e) assigning an identifier corresponding to the subordinate entity; (Feathers para 
030, II 14-20: identifier for merchant (subordinate entity, provider)) and 

f) embedding, under computer control of the master entity, the identifier into at least 
a portion of the new computer network directory. (Feathers para 01 9, 11 1 4-1 7: 
identifier embedded with URL information for aggregator (master entity)) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Vittal for 
the storing of directory information in a database as taught by Calver, and to assign 
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an identifier for master entity and subordinate entity, and embed master entity 
identifier in networl< directory information as taught by Feathers. One of ordinary 
sl^ill in the art would have been motivated to employ the teachings of Calver in order 
to provide valuable financial, marketing, and business development information 

while attracting increasing numbers of small businesses to the overa!! electronic 
commerce environment. (Calver para 016, lines 5-9: "... Such a porta!, if 
implemented properly, could provide valuable financial, marketing, and business 
development infonvation to small business, while attracting increasing numbers of 
small businesses to the electronic commerce environment. . . . "), and to employ the 
teachings of Feathers in order to enable the capability to dynamically maintain web 
site associations by maintaining a referring source's identification information to a 
user's web site and preventing its lost (Feathers para 002, II 2-3; para 004, 11 19-23). 

Regarding Claim 2, Vittal discloses the method of claim 1 wherein the second plurality 
of providers is a subset of the first plurality of providers. (Vittal col 4, 11 19-22; col 3, II 8- 
15: merchant utilizes portal switch to dynamically participate or not participate in 
directory information, current set of providers equal to total set of providers minus 
providers currently not participating, subset of total providers) 

Regarding Claim 3, Vittal discloses the method of claim 1 wherein the first plurality of 
providers offers goods, services or both goods and services. (Vittal col 1 , II 6-10; col 3, II 
38-40: provide onl goods and services) 


Application/Control Number: 10/750,319 
Art Unit: 2154 


Page 9 


Regarding Claim 4, Vittal discloses tine metliod of claim 1 wherein each of the first 
plurality of providers is associated in the existing computer network directory with a 
network location. (Vittal col 4, II 47-50: portal, user interface consists of links (network 
location) to merchants (providers); col 5, II 2-4; col 5, II 9-15: each merchant (provider) 
network accessible to customers and aggregators) 

Regarding Claim 5, Vittal discloses the method of claim 4 wherein each of the second 

plurality of providers is associated in the new computer network directory with a network 
location. (Vittal col 4, II 47-50: portal, user interface consisting of links (network 
locations) to current set of merchants (providers); col 5, II 2-4; col 5, II 9-15: subset of 
merchants (providers) network accessible to customers and aggregators) 

Regarding Claim 6, Vittal discloses the method of claim 5 further comprising referring 
potential customers to one or more of the second plurality of providers by passing 
linking information for each of the one or more of the second plurality of providers 
through a hosting server controlled by the master entity. (Vittal col 6, II 45-49: portal 
software operational on server (master entity) system) 

Regarding Claim 7, Vittal discloses the method of claim 6 wherein network location 
information for one or more of the first plurality of providers is copied at least in part to 
the new computer network directory. (Vittal col 4, 11 19-22; col 4, II 47-50: network 


Application/Control Number: 10/750,319 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2154 

location information included (dynamically added to listing of merchants) by participation 
of merchant) 

Regarding Claim 8, Vittal discloses the method of claim 4 wherein each of the first 
plurality of providers is associated in the existing computer network directory with a 
unique network location identified by a uniform resource locator. (Vittal col 4, II 47-50: 
URL link interface to merchant sites (network locations)) 

Regarding Claim 9, Vittal discloses the method of claim 1 further comprising providing 
a server controlled by the master entity and wherein defining the customization model 
comprises accessing the server by the subordinate entity to define the customization 
model. (Vittal col 8, II 35-64: merchant (providers) access aggregator (master entity) 
interface to customize information; col 6, II 45-49: server system controlled by 
aggregator with portal software) 

Regarding Claim 10, Vittal discloses the method of claim 1 . (Vittal col 1 , II 6-10; col 3, 
II 38-40: provide onl goods and services) Vittal does not specifically disclose whereby 
a contractual duty to share at least a portion of its revenue with the master entity. 
However, Feathers discloses wherein each of the first plurality of providers has a 
contractual duty to share at least a portion of its revenue with the master entity. 
(Feathers para 013, 11 10-16; para 015, II 8-13: agreement (contractual) for revenue 
sharing between aggregator (affiliate site, master entity) and merchant (provider)) 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Vittal as 
taught by Feathers to enable the capability for revenue sharing between aggregator 
(master entity) and merchants (providers). One of ordinary skill in the art would have 
been motivated to employ the teachings of Feathers in order to enable the capability to 
dynamically maintain web site associations by maintaining a referring source's 
identification information to a user's web site and preventing its lost. (Feathers para 
002, II 2-3; para 004, 1119-23) 

Regarding Claim 11, Vittal discloses the method of claim 10. (Vittal col 1, II 6-10; col 3, 
II 38-40: provide only goods and services) Vittal does not specifically disclose whereby 
one or more of the second plurality of providers has a contractual duty to share a least a 
portion of revenue with the subordinate entity. However, Feathers discloses wherein 
one or more of the second plurality of providers has a contractual duty to share a least a 
portion of revenue with the subordinate entity. (Feathers para 013, II 10-16; para 015, II 
8-13: agreement (contractual) for revenue sharing between aggregator (affiliate site, 
master entity) and merchants (providers)) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Vittal as 
taught by Feathers to enable the capability for revenue sharing between aggregator 
(master entity) and merchants (providers). One of ordinary skill in the art would have 
been motivated to employ the teachings of Feathers in order to enable the capability to 
dynamically maintain web site associations by maintaining a referring source's 
identification information to a user's web site and preventing its lost. (Feathers col 2, II 
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Regarding Claim 12, Vittal discloses the method of claim 1 1 . (Vittal col 1 , II 6-10; col 3, 
II 38-40: provide only goods and services) Vittal does not specifically disclose whereby 
the portion of revenue of the one or more second plurality of providers Is established by 
the contractual relationship of the master entity with the first plurality of providers. 
However, Feathers discloses wherein the portion of revenue of the one or more second 
plurality of providers is established by the contractual relationship of the master entity 
with the first plurality of providers. (Feathers para 013, II 10-16; para 015, II 8-13: 
agreement (contract), revenue sharing between aggregator (affiliate site, master entity) 
and merchants (providers)) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Vittal as 
taught by Feathers to enable the capability for revenue sharing between aggregator 
(master entity) and merchants (providers). One of ordinary skill in the art would have 
been motivated to employ the teachings of Feathers in order to enable the capability to 
dynamically maintain web site associations by maintaining a referring source's 
Identification Information to a user's web site and preventing its lost. (Feathers para 
002, II 2-3; para 004, 1119-23) 

Regarding Claim 13, Vittal discloses the method of claim 1 1 . (Vittal col 1 , II 6-10; col 3, 
II 38-40: provide only goods and services) Vittal does not specifically disclose whereby 
sending revenue from the master entity to the subordinate entity corresponding to the 
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portion of revenue of the one or more second plurality of providers. However, Featliers 
discloses wherein further comprising sending revenue from the master entity to the 
subordinate entity corresponding to the portion of revenue of the one or more second 
plurality of providers. (Feathers para 013, 11 10-16; para 015, II 8-13: revenue sharing 
between aggregator (affiliate site, master entity) and merchants (providers)) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Vittal as 
taught by Feathers to enable the capability for revenue sharing between aggregator 
(master entity) and merchants (providers). One of ordinary skill in the art would have 
been motivated to employ the teachings of Feathers in order to enable the capability to 
dynamically maintain web site associations by maintaining a referring source's 
identification information to a user's web site and preventing its lost. (Feathers para 
002, II 2-3; para 004, 1119-23) 

Regarding Claim 14, Vittal discloses the method of claim 1 wherein the new computer 
network directory is configured to provide a directory of merchants for only shopping by 
customers. (Vittal col 1, II 6-10; col 4, II 41-47: only selling of goods and services by 
merchants (providers), subset of merchants (new directory) designated by port switch 
participation) 

Regarding Claim 15, Vittal discloses the method of claim 14 wherein defining the 
customization model comprises selecting by the subordinate entity of product categories 
to use in copying selected data from the existing computer network directory. (Vittal col 
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8, II 35-64: merchant (provider) determines information to be displayed at aggregator 
(portal, master entity) site for customer (user)) 

Regarding Claim 16, Vittal discloses the method of claim 1 further comprising providing 

an onl shopping environment for customers using the new computer network directory 
wherein customers may select a merchant from the new computer network directory for 
making a purchase. (Vittal col 13, II 57-62; col 8, II 56-63: users (customers) may 
purchase items (using shopping cart) from directory (list of merchants)) 

Regarding Claim 17, Vittal discloses the method of claim 16 wherein (1) the only 
shopping environment comprises a user interface and (ii) defining the customization 
model comprises defining conditional rules; and the method further comprising 

dynamically updating the user interface based on the conditional rules. (Vittal col 2, II 
53-68; col 8, II 35-64: user interface for merchants (providers) to customized information 
displayed at portal website) 

Regarding Claim 20, Vittal discloses a method for tracking referrals from a plurality of 
subordinate entities, wherein each of the plurality of subordinate entities markets to 
customers using a new computer network directory generated from selected portions of 
an existing computer network directory, wherein the existing computer network directory 
comprises a list of a first plurality of providers associated with a master entity, and 
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wherein the new computer network directory comprises a list of a second plurality of 
providers associated with a subordinate entity, the method comprising: 

a) defining a customization model; (Vlttal col 2, II 53-58; col 6, II 32-35; col 8, II 35- 
64: customization capability for merchant (provider) Information displayed to 

customer (user)) 

b) using portions of data from the existing computer network directory as governed 
by the customization model to create the new computer network directory; 
(Vlttal col 4, 11 19-22: new directory (total number of vendors minus vendors with 
switch disabled (new computer directory, subset of total number of vendors 
available), customization model allows merchant (provider) to customize 
Information displayed to customer (user)) 


Vittal does not specifically disclose whereby an Identifier for the aggregator 
(master entity) and merchants (providers). 

However, Feathers discloses: 

c) assigning, by the master entity, a master Identifier corresponding to the 
subordinate entity; (Feathers para 019, II 14-17: aggregator (master entity) 

identifier) 

d) assigning, by each of the second plurality of providers, a provider identifier 
corresponding to the subordinate entity; (Feathers para 030, II 14-20: a merchant 
(provider, subordinate entity) Identifier) and 
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e) maintaining an association, by the master entity, between tlie master identifier 
and each provider identifier assigned by the second plurality of providers to track 
referrals from the subordinate entity. (Feathers para 020, 11 1-12; para 021 , 11 1 1- 
31 : track referral information between aggregator (portal, master entity) and 
merchants (providers), to ensure association between aggregator (master entity) 
and merchant (provider)) 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Vittal as 
taught by Feathers to enable the capability to assign an identifier for master entity 
and provider. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to employ 
the teachings of Feathers in order to enable the capability to dynamically maintain 
web site associations by maintaining a referring source's identification information to 
a user's web site and preventing its lost. (Feathers para 002, II 2-3; para 004, 11 19- 
23) 

Regarding Claim 21, Vittal discloses the method of claim 20 further comprising 
embedding, under computer control of the master entity, the master identifier into at 
least a portion of the new computer network directory. (Feathers para 019, II 14-17: 
aggregator (master entity) identifier embedded in URL (directory) information) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Vittal as 
taught by Feathers to enable the capability to assign an identifier, and embed identifier 
in network directory information. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been 
motivated to employ the teachings of Feathers in order to enable the capability to 
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dynamically maintain web site associations by maintaining a referring source's 
identification information to a user's web site and preventing its lost. (Feathers para 
002, II 2-3; para 004, II 19-23) 

Regarding Claim 22, Vittal discloses the method of claim 21 wherein the embedding 
comprises embedding the master identifier into one or more links of a shopping mall 
website based on the new computer network directory. (Vittal para 019, 11 14-17: 
aggregator (master entity) identifier embedded in URL information) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Vittal as 
taught by Feathers to enable the capability to assign an identifier, and embed identifier 
in network directory information. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been 
motivated to employ the teachings of Feathers in order to enable the capability to 
dynamically maintain web site associations by maintaining a referring source's 
identification information to a user's web site and preventing its lost. (Feathers para 
002, II 2-3; para 004, II 19-23) 

8. Claims 23 - 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Vittal et at. (US patent No. 6,907,401) In view of Feathers et ai. (US PGPUB No. 
20020055933). 


Regarding Claim 23, Vittal discloses a method for using an existing computer network 
directory of a first pluralitv of providers associated with a master entity to create a new 
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computer network directory of a second plurality of providers associated with a 
subordinate entity, the method comprising: 

a) establishing computer communications between the master entity and the 
subordinate (Vittal col 4, 1 63 - col 5, 1 15: communications (network, Internet, 
telephone II, cable modems, satellite links) between aggregator, merchants 
(providers), and customers; col 6, II 45-49: software implementation of portal 
switch (merchant information aggregation)) 

b) defining at least one rule to characterize an on-l shopping mall: (Vittal col 2, II 53- 
58; col 6, II 32-35; col 8, II 35-64: customization capability for merchant (provider) 
information displayed to customer (user)) 

c) using the existing computer network director/ and the at least one rule to create 
the new computer network directory: (Vittal col 4, 11 19-22: new directory (total 
number of vendors minus vendors with switch disabled (new computer directory, 
subset of total number of vendors available), customization model allows 
merchant (provider) to customize information displayed to customer (user)) 

Vittal does not specifically disclose identifiers for aggregator (master entity) and 
merchants (providers, subordinate entities) 

However, Feathers discloses: 

d) assigning an identifier corresponding to the subordinate entity: (Feathers para 
030, 11 14-20: identifier for merchant (subordinate entity, provider)) and 
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e) embedding, under computer control of the rria ster entity, the identifier into at least 
a portion of the new computer network directory. (Feathers para 019, II 14-17: 
identifier embedded with URL information for aggregator (master entity)) 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Vittal as 
taught by Feathers to enable the capability to assign an identifier for master entity 
and subordinate entity, and embed master entity identifier in network directory 
information. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to employ 
the teachings of Feathers in order to enable the capability to dynamically maintain 
web site associations by maintaining a referring source's identification information to 
a user's web site and preventing its lost. (Feathers para 002, II 2-3; para 004, II 19- 
23) 


Regarding Claim 24, Vittal discloses the. method gf da oi^e of t he at [east 

one rule comphses a product cateqorv. (Vittal co! 8, il 43-45: disclose information to the 
user related to pricing of a product (product category)) 


Regarding Claim 25, Vittal discloses the method of claim 23 wherein one of the at least 

one rule comprises featured merchants. (Vittal col 8, 1! 56-58: allow merchant (a 
featured merchant) to specify the shopping options available to the user) 
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Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated tine new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to KYUNG H. SHIN whose telephone number is (571)272- 
3920. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30 am - 6 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan J. FLYNN can be reached on (571) 272-1915. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Kyung Hye Shin 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2143 

KHS 

3/23/2008 
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/Nathan J. Flynn/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2154 


